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The year is 1909.  Newly elected President Taft wants to build a monument on the mall in Washington DC.  There are many Americans that want to honor big industrialists like Carnegie, Rockefeller and Vanderbilt with the monument.  After all, they built America’s industrial and economic might.  Others say these men used vicious tactics to beat competitors and exploit the working class.  A monument should rise to honor working class hero.  To help the President decide, he has created a special commission on industrialization.  This commission has the task of examining and assessing the record of industrial giants like Carnegie, Rockefeller and Vanderbilt.  Should they be honored or should they be indicted?





The President has called together a motley group of Americans to discuss the issue.  They include:





Andrew Carnegie	Terrence Powderly


John D. Rockefeller	Sally Burns (Triangle Shirtwaist employee)


Henry Pritchett 	O. R. Fand (child of worker killed at Homestead)


William Rainey Harper	I. Lostanarm (man disabled in factory accident)


George Washington Vanderbilt	John P. Altgeld


Curt Muller	Samuel Gompers


Henry Ford	Eugene V. Debs


J.P. Morgan	“Mother” Jones	


du Pont Family	Elizabeth Gurley Flynn


James B. Duke	William D. Haywood


Frederick W. Taylor	Lester Ward


William Graham Sumner	Richard Ely/John R. Commons/Edward Bemis


Gustavus Swift	Henry George


Jay Gould	Edward Bellamy


George Pullman	Senator John Sherman


Ima Consumer (typical American)	Leon Czolgosz





Your Assignment:





	1.	Each student will research at least two people from the list above and identify the significance of each in 3-5 sentences.  Submit these identifications to me via email.  Use gornellj@northernhighlands.org.  I will merge them all into one document and make copies for all to study.


	2.	Each student will play the role of one of these individuals on the commission discussion.  You will need lots of notes (in addition to the 3-5 sentence id’s) and you may refer to them during the discussion.  Your participation will be assessed.  Constructive comments will earn points.  Silence earns none.  Comments that indicate a lack of preparation earn penalty points.  Know your characters.  Know their positions.  Speak as you believe they would.  


